Bell to Bell Phone Free School

Guidance for Pupils and Families at Trinity Academy

Introduction

In line with the decision made by Edinburgh Council elected members in June 2026, Trinity
Academy will be operating a bell-to-bell mobile phone ban. The following aims to share with
pupils and their families the expectations and processes that are related to this new way of
working. This will be in place until such time as mobile phone pouches have been delivered
to schools.

The definition of being used in school relates to the phone being ‘out’ not necessarily being
‘used’. This, amongst a variety of other possible functions, includes checking of the time,
which is no longer permissible using a mobile phone. This can be done using a watch or the
school iPad. There are also clocks in most classrooms.

Exemptions

It’s important to recognise that there is, for a very small number of pupils, a necessity to
have sensible and managed access to their phone at certain times of the day. This falls under
health or safeguarding needs. If you feel your child should be exempt on either or both of
these two grounds, please complete this FORM. Pupils who are exempt will be issued an
exemption card and conditions for which phone use will be permissible. This will be done in
consultation with their Pupil Support Leader or Support for Learning Leader to ensure the
supports are right.

Arriving at school

When a child arrives at school their phone should be turned off and put in their school bag.
It should remain there for the full school day including break and lunch time. The ban does
not include activities undertaken through school clubs.

To support the introduction of the new rules, at the start of every lesson the class teacher
will remind everyone that mobile phones must not be seen/out at any time during the
lesson.

Moving through corridors and between buildings
The bell-to-bell ban includes any transition periods in the day. As such the ban remains in
place in corridors and as pupils move between buildings.


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=af6sSGo3tUKfacnke7-5xGhjHT853PFJjXd6joOmL1JUOTE1N0NEQjBCT0M0S1NZMzhMTlFFMU80SS4u&route=shorturl

Removal of a child’s phone

Should the phone be seen/used at any time after that warning, the duty head (a member of
the senior leadership team) will come to the class, remove the child from the class and bring
them down to the main school office where their phone will be labelled and securely stored
until the end of the day.

Returning to class
Depending on the amount of time remaining in the lesson and the child’s level of regulation
they might return to that class or return to the class taking place in the following period.

Returning the phone

Where a child has handed in their phone, they are to return to the school office at 3.25pm
or when leaving for an appointment if being collected by an adult, and their phone will be
returned. When collecting they will need to provide their full name and date of birth.




