New School Newsletter 8

Thursday 19 December 2024
Dear Parents, Carers and Elected Members,

Work on the Phase 2 project has been progressing well. The school successfully moved into its
decant configuration during the October holidays. This included moving over 40 rooms from the
tower block into the temporary learning village and the establishment of the temporary dining
hall. This term, surveys of Block B and C have been undertaken, ahead of demolition scheduled to
start early in February 2025.

As shared in Newsletter 6, exams were moved to Bangholm in the summer. This winter is the first
time that we have delivered a full prelim diet using Bangholm. Separate accommodation continues to
demand our use of classrooms and offices on the main school site and the processes and systems
around these assessments are now well established. During the summer demolition we will use the
same processes of noise control to ensure the exams go ahead without interruption.

Due to the complexity of the project, we will always be susceptible to delays for a range of reasons,
but it is currently expected that the demolition will be completed by the end of summer 2025 and
construction of the new building will start very shortly afterwards. Should there be any significant
delays to the project these will be shared with you.

Earlier this year, the school began the processes of requesting that the new school library be named
The John Clarkson Library, in recognition of the career long service of our current school librarian. Mr
Clarkson's support for his colleagues and our pupils, over three decades, has been extraordinary
despite battling some extended periods of ill health. There was no better example of this than when
blanket restrictions came across schools during the pandemic; Mr Clarkson undertook the creation of
a mobile library service that fully satisfied all infection control demands at the time as he refused to
let the pandemic get in the way of our pupils being able to read for enjoyment. This is just one very
small period of time and one example of John's unwavering, committed and child-centred
contribution to our school.

We hope you have a wonderful holiday when it starts.

Yours sincerely,

Nick Burge Crawford McGhie
Headteacher, Trinity Academy Head of Strategic Asset Planning, CEC
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