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Introduction
This booklet is written for Second Year Pupils and their parents/carers. It will assist with the learner pathway
decisions which have to be made before entering Third Year at Trinity Academy.

The booklet gives information on
➢ What the courses consist of
➢ How to choose them

The third year is final year of the Broad General Education before embarking on the Senior Phase of S4, S5 & S6.

The Pupil Support staff in school, Mr Robertson (Arran), Ms Oliver/Mr Tearney (Skye - job share), Mr Ellis (Orkney)
and Mrs Clarke (Tiree) are available for parents and pupils who require help with course choices. Pupils will also
discuss course choices in PSE prior to making their course choices.

It is important that wise and realistic learner pathway choices are made. A balanced course choice suited to the
needs of the individual can result in a very enjoyable S3 experience and provide a good foundation for further
success in the Senior Phase.

The structure of the learner pathway choice sheet ensures that the necessary breadth is retained within your
child’s curriculum whilst also offering the opportunity for greater personalisation and choice.

Pupils will all have a meeting with a member of staff to discuss their course choice.

Telephone Number: 0131 478 5050
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The Broad General Education
Each area of the curriculum in the Broad General Education is broken down into experiences and outcomes often
called E’s & O’s. The E’s & O’s describe the expectations for learning and progression within each curriculum area
are:
➢ Expressive Arts

➢ Religious & Moral Education

➢ Languages & Literacy

➢ Sciences

➢ Health and Wellbeing

➢ Social Studies

➢ Mathematics & Numeracy

➢ Technologies

Curriculum Levels
Curriculum levels are national levels to describe different stages of learning and progress. For most
children the expectation is:

Young people will progress through the broad general education at different rates. All children should have
opportunities to experience all the E’s &O’s across all curriculum areas up to and including the third curriculum
level where appropriate for their individual learning needs. Most learners will progress into the fourth curriculum
level in many aspects of their learning before the end of S3.
In S3 pupils have the opportunity for personalisation and choice within some of the curriculum areas. Pupils
should select subjects that they enjoy and which they are having success in. The learner pathway choices are
managed in such a way as to ensure that breadth is retained within each of the curriculum areas. Through
personalisation and choice all young people in S3 should engage in a rich and motivating curriculum that begins
their journey towards their National Qualifications in S4 and beyond.
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Making Learner Pathway Choices
Each pupil will be given a learner pathway sheet which lists all the school courses available in S3 under each of
the curricular areas and an ‘extra choice’ column. All pupils must take English, Maths and Modern Languages and
therefore these do not appear as options on the learner pathway sheet (unless
All pupils must also follow courses in the following subject areas:

➢ a Science Subject
➢ a Social Subject
➢ a Technology Subject
➢ an Expressive Arts Subject
➢ a choice from the specialisation column
Students will also study the core subjects of Personal, Social and Health Education; Physical Education; Religious
and Moral Education (unless for reasons of faith or conscience the parents decide otherwise) and an Elective (a
wider opportunity for achievement) each week.

Read the subject information in this booklet carefully to learn about the wide range of courses available at
Trinity Academy.
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Beyond Third Year – Moving to The Senior Phase
In the Senior Phase a variety of courses are offered leading to a range of qualifications at appropriate levels
depending on the talents and abilities of the individual. The Senior Phase will provide specialisation, depth and
rigour and prepare young people well for achieving qualifications at the highest level of which they are capable.

It is likely that the majority of pupils in S4, in session 2019/20, will select 7 of their S3 courses to continue with in
S4 (English and Mathematics are compulsory in S4). Pupils will be presented at National 3, National 4 or
National 5 levels – with National 5 being the only level with an external examination at the end.
There will also be some new course options available at S4 (e.g. JET and College) and in consultation with the
pupil, parents/carers and the Pupil Support Leader, these options may contribute towards a more appropriate
curriculum for the individual.
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Careers Service
Our Careers Adviser from Skills Development Scotland, is based in school most weeks for individual interviews,
careers clinics, whole class presentations and attendance at parents’ evenings.
This year we have Lynn Munro and Catriona Burns. They are based in Room B28.2 or B30 when in school (usually
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday pm and Thursdays) or at:
Skills Development Scotland
79 Shandwick Place
Edinburgh
EH2 4SD.
Tel: 0131 718 2044 or 0300 013 3818
Mobile: 07880 054930.
Email: Lynn.Munro@sds.co.uk | Catriona.Burns@sds.co.uk

Useful Publications
For anyone wishing to find out more about college and university courses and entry requirements the following
publications can be found in the School Careers Library.
➢ The Complete University Guide
➢ UCAS – The Big Guide
➢ Individual College/University prospectuses

Useful Websites:
The following websites may also be useful:
➢ UCAS: www.ucas.com
➢ Careers Scotland: www.myworldofwork.co.uk
➢ Edinburgh College: www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk
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Subject Details for S3 Coursing: Compulsory Courses
English and Literacy
Q: Why is the study of English and Literacy important?
A: The analytical and communication abilities that an English course provides are called ‘transferable skills’. They
are useful in almost any occupation.
In line with the principles of 'Curriculum for Excellence’, our course is based upon Reading, Writing, Talking and
Listening. The course develops the four capacities in terms of learning and teaching activities that promote active
learning, collaboration, participation, creativity, enthusiasm, independent learning, effective communication
skills, critical thinking, transferable skills, research, confidence, citizenship and involvement in the wider
community.
What will I learn?
Reading: You will be reading a variety of texts - including media texts - both to enjoy these texts and to learn how
to analyse and evaluate them
Writing: You will be producing various types of writing: personal, imaginative and factual The texts you create will
take various forms – reports, accounts, stories, poems, newspaper articles, letters, leaflets, posters, drama
scripts, diaries, PowerPoint presentations - and others.
Talking & Listening: You will have regular opportunities to talk about a text or a topic, to present your ideas to the
class or group and to develop your competence - and confidence- in solo talk. You will build
your listening skills – when talking in groups or when responding to texts you have heard or
watched.
Will I have any choice in what I learn? Yes. During the course you will be given the chance
to choose topics and then work collaboratively with other students (or individually) to
produce a text or presentation or performance. This will prepare you for the ‘Added Value’
unit in the new National Qualifications to be undertaken in S4.
How will I learn?
Just as in S1 and S2 English, you will be encouraged to work collaboratively and to take responsibility for your
own learning. At other times, you will work individually or as part of the whole class. You will be encouraged to
use IT, if you wish, both at school and at home. When possible, there will be opportunities to visit the theatre,
hear from authors and attend the Book Festival.
How will I be assessed?
Your work in reading, writing and talking & listening will be tagged with the department’s CFE ‘Skillswheels’ and
kept as evidence in your CFE jotter or folders. Your progress will be monitored using the Experiences & Outcomes
for English and Literacy.
What about homework?
Homework will help you to improve your language skills; develop a life-long interest in reading; prepare for
assessments and build essential research and organisational skills.
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Mathematics and Numeracy
Mathematics is important in everyday life, allowing us to make sense of the world around us
and to manage our lives. Using Mathematics enables us to model real life situations and make
connections and informed predictions. It equips us with the skills we need to interpret and
analyse information, simplify and solve problems and make informed decisions. Learning
Mathematics develops logical reasoning, analysis, problem solving skills, creativity and the
ability to think in abstract ways. Mathematics equips us with many of the skills required for
life, learning and work.
What will I learn?
The S3 courses will provide progression within the BGE whilst preparing students for further study towards
National Qualifications. The courses will build upon prior learning and success. They will lead towards
achievement at National 3, 4 or 5 level which will be studied during S4.
The content of each course will be set within:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Algebraic skills
Geometric skills
Trigonometric skills
Statistical skills
Numeracy skills
And the application of these skills to solving problems

Covering all of the above will be the development of operational skills (knowledge) and reasoning skills (enquiry,
analysis). Detailed course content will be issued to each student at the start of the course in the form of a
“Student Guide” which will allow for feedback from the student (and parent) on how they feel they are doing in
the course.
How will I learn?
An “active learning” approach will be at the heart of the delivery of S3 courses, this will allow you the opportunity
to work:
➢ Independently
➢ In pairs
➢ In groups
There will be a mixture of textbook based resources as well as appropriate software packages. Use of other
resources such as “flashboards”, practical work, “mind maps”, “flash cards” and investigations will feature
regularly.
Homework is an integral part of the courses. It will be relevant and regular and will include:
➢ Research
➢ Preparation for next lesson
➢ Further practice on skills learned
Progress will be monitored regularly through topic tests, homework and “end of unit” assessments. Formative
and summative assessments will feature in the courses to allow the teacher to provide meaningful feedback. This
will include advice on next steps in order that you may make further progress.

TRINITY ACADEMY

9

2022 – 2023

Modern Languages
French & Spanish
What will you learn?
In S3 you will study both French and Spanish. You will receive 2 lessons per week in
French and 1 lesson in Spanish. Throughout S3 you will learn skills to help you use
and understand both languages effectively. In your studies, you will cover a variety of
topics from the contexts of Society, learning, Employability and Culture You will
increase your knowledge and range of vocabulary, learning new words and skills as
you progress through individual topics. You will learn about the rules of how
languages works in your grammar lessons, and will be helped to produce your own
language by using that grammatical understanding yourself. You will learn how to understand and use language in
both written and spoken form, and perfect your pronunciation, intonation and accent in French and Spanish.
How will you learn?
You will develop the skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking in a variety of fun ways, including whole class
activities, group work, individual work and paired role-play. You will learn about the language and culture of France
and Spain and other French/Spanish speaking countries. In grammar lessons you will learn how the language works
and be encouraged to compare and contrast this with your own language. You will be taught skills and techniques
to help you develop confidence in the skills of talking, reading, writing & listening in another language. You may
take part in project-based work and have the opportunity to use ICT to help you learn wherever possible. You will
be encouraged to use target language as part of your everyday classroom routines.
How will you know if you have been successful?
You will have the opportunity to see how you are progressing. There will be regular skills testing at the end of each
module where a specific skill will be the targeted focus. Success criteria will be used to help you to produce good
quality work. Your teacher will encourage you to use the resources and support materials within the classroom
yourself, so that you can work independently as an individual, or with others. You will complete talking/ writing/
listening /reading based tasks and be given written or verbal feedback on these. All results from end of unit
assessments will be recorded and pupils will reflect upon their performance and plan next steps for improvement.
In this way you will be able to learn from each experience and work out your next steps to fulfil your linguistic
potential. You will take part in activities to showcase your listening, reading, talking and writing skills. Examples of
your work will be collected throughout the year and kept as evidence of your progress. You will have the chance to
reflect on both what you have learned and how you have learned it and be encouraged to develop techniques that
suit your learning style.
What you will be expected to do at home?
At home you will use the language skills you have learned in class to help you reinforce and extend your knowledge,
skills and understanding. The learning of new vocabulary and grammar is required to develop confidence across all
linguistic skills. On line homework activities via our ‘Active learn programme’ are provided to help you consolidate
learning at home. You will be issued with deadlines and are encouraged to manage your own time to meet these.
A vocabulary booklet for revision, as well as a log in and password for our on-line course activities are issued to
everyone. If for any reason a you are unable to complete a task you must seek advice from your teacher before the
deadline.15/ 20 mins per week in each language of the on-line programme is recommended as a guideline. These
include a variety of exercises and activities for completion and are directly connected with the topic and skills you
are focusing on in class for each Module. Homework in French in S3 is also extended to take the form of revising
for specific assessments in Reading, Writing, Listening and Talking. These will help to develop a bank of evidence
collection to support attainment in future National qualifications. Learning at home regularly will help you widen
your knowledge of new words, phrases and structures, and help you to communicate in both languages
successfully. (Homework clubs are available at lunchtime twice a week.)
We are sure that at the end of S3 pupils will have had a wide experience of learning both languages. This will help
inform their decisions in terms of possible future language learning pathways in S4.
TRINITY ACADEMY
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Subject Details for S3 Coursing: Option Courses
Sciences
Biology
What will I learn?
The study of Biology will help you understand yourself and the natural world you live
in. Biology has a wide range of appeal and interest because of its relevance to people.
It is the study of living things, their interactions and their relationship to the
environment, it can provide an insight into the applications of biology to different
areas of human activity e.g. health, the environment, populations, food supply,
pollution, technology etc. The study of Biology has grown enormously over the last 50
years and you will become aware how the advances in medicine, molecular biology
and genetic engineering are transforming society.

Areas covered will include:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Using microscopes to investigate cells
Working with microbes
The link between DNA and genes
Learning how animals and plants defend themselves
Studying the importance of reproduction
Investigating animal behaviour
Studying the processes that take place in the human body

How will I Learn?
A variety of activities will be used to help you make sense of the Biology topics you will be studying, these include
whole class teacher led discussions, group work and individual project work.
Practical work will be used where possible ensuring that you are actively
learning. Practical skills will be developed throughout the course and will
include the principles of experiment design, collecting and analysing data from
your own experiments.
As well as your own practical work there will be demonstration of experiments
and dissections (watching a dissection is not compulsory but we find that most
pupils are fascinated by what they see).

How will I know if I am successful?
Your learning will be monitored by:
• your teacher assessing your understanding by setting tests and
homework and giving you feedback on how you are doing
• you carrying out self-evaluation, a very important skill that you will use
as a tool to improve your learning
• your classmates who will give you feedback on some of your pieces of
work.
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Chemistry
What will I learn?
Chemistry is the science behind substances changing. From the development
of superglue and Teflon, from LCD TVs to cows digesting grass and of course
explosions, smells and colour changes are all chemistry in action. Studying
Chemistry gives you a wide range of skills which are highly sought after by
employers. Chemists are excellent problem solvers and investigators. They have strong communication and
numerical skills and a broad scientific knowledge which helps in scientific, engineering and many other careers.

How will I learn?
Like all the sciences, Chemistry is a practical subject where you will do experiments to help you make sense of the
world. This will usually involve you working in pairs or groups to plan and carry out your practical work. Below are
just some of the other ways in which you will learn:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Presentations/power points/demonstrations
Homework/project work
Interactive internet tests
Individualised learning plans
Debate and discussion
Range of different assessment strategies

As well as practical work you will explore the subject through a mixture of traditional lessons, project work and
challenges, field trips, online quizzes and tutorial work.

How will I know I am successful?
You will continue to monitor your own learning, recording your evaluations and targets
periodically. Some of your work will also be assessed by your classmates. Homework
will give you weekly feedback on how you are doing as will the informal feedback your
teacher gives you on your classwork during the course of your lessons.
To help you prepare for examinations and to give you a picture of how well you have
understood a topic there will be end of unit tests. In addition, your teacher will gather
evidence from the work you do in class to show how your scientific, literacy and
numeracy skills are developing in order that you can build on your successes.
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Physics
What will I learn?
Physics affects all aspects of our lives, from smartphones to X-rays, TVs to
transport solutions, designing satellites and getting them into space or providing
the sustainable energy supplies we need to live. Physics experiments can be huge:
the large hadron collider in Switzerland is the biggest experiment ever!
Physics is a science that looks at how things work and uses this information to come up with
solutions to problems:
➢ New ways of diagnosing illnesses
➢ Safer transport systems
➢ New modes of communication
➢ Reliable ways of forecasting the weather
➢ More efficient ways of generating electricity from renewable resources
➢ Better sound recording systems
You will learn the basic physics behind all of this – electricity and electronics, magnetism,
forces and motion, waves, energy, space and much more.

How will I learn?
Like all the sciences, Physics is a practical subject where you will do experiments to help you make sense of the
world. This will usually involve you working in pairs or groups to plan and carry out your practical work. You will
develop your skills in analysing data, making sense of evidence and communicating a coherent explanation to
others, either individually or working as part of a team.
ICT is ever more important in science and you will become expert at using motion computers, data logging
apparatus, simulation software and graphing programs.
As well as practical work you will explore the subject through a mixture of traditional lessons, project work and
challenges, field trips (e.g. to Heriot-Watt university), and tutorial work.

How will I know I am successful?
You will continue to monitor your own learning, recording your evaluations and targets periodically. Some of your
work will also be assessed by your classmates. Homework will give you weekly feedback on how you are doing as
will the informal feedback your teacher gives you on your classwork during the course of your lessons.
To help you prepare for examinations in the Senior Phase and to give you a picture of how well you have
understood a topic there will be end of unit tests. In addition, your teacher will gather evidence from the work
you do in class to show how your scientific and analytical skills are developing in order that you can build on your
successes.
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Social Studies
Geography, “People, Place and Environment”
The 3rd year course in Geography aims to
➢ Be relevant to everyday issues facing people in today’s
world
➢ Expand students’ knowledge and understanding of these
issues
➢ Help develop students toward being global citizens who
hold
informed opinions
➢ Be interesting, informative and topical

What will I learn?
The 3rd year course aims to do two things:
To put in place essential building blocks which will provide a seamless transition into National 4 and 5 courses,
examined at the end of S4.
To help to direct students, to their best course of study in S4 and give pointers to future provision in S5 and S6.
To achieve these aims, the course is broken down into several units of study details of which are shown below:
•
•
•
•

Global Health- the studies of HIV/AIDS, Heart Disease and Malaria
Environmental Hazards- a study of volcanoes, earthquakes, tsunamis and hurricanes with a focus on
specific recent case studies.
River studies- an active unit that studies the formation of river features and the ways in which humans
use river systems
Urban studies- a focus on the world’s cities and the process of rapid urbanisation. Case studies range
from Edinburgh to Rio.

How will I learn?
Geography students have already experienced a wide range of teaching and learning strategies. These will
continue in S3. There will be opportunities to learn:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Independently, in paired working, in group working
Through ICT research
By producing researched projects/reports
Engaging in a wide variety of active learning situations
Via local fieldwork
By presenting and sharing learning with peers
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History, “People, Past Events and Societies”
What will we learn?
We study History because it helps to create and develop informed, active citizens who are able to compare their
world with other societies and cultures. A variety of time periods are studied in S3 and will include a mixture of
Scottish, British, European and World History.
Examples of topics we learn more about are:
•
•
•
•

S3 European and World History: Hitler and Nazi Germany
Scottish History – Scotland and the Era of the Great War
British History – Atlantic Slave Trade
European and World History: Race Relations in the USA 1918-1968 - “Free at Last”

How will we learn?
In order to learn more about the past, our young Historians need to develop skills for learning, life and work. All
of these will be the focus for learning in S3. Pupils will be expected to regularly work in teams and groups to
broaden their experiences of working effectively with others. We will often use ICT to bring the past to life and to
meet learners’ needs. Pupils will be familiar with these learning experiences and will bring all the skills they have
gathered throughout their educational experience.
Pupils will have opportunities to develop creative skills and will be asked to present and share their learning with
their peers. This will help to develop confidence and allow pupils to teach and learn from each other.
How will we know we are successful?
We will continue to gather evidence of learning and add to our profiles from S1 and S2. Success will be measured
in a range of ways through self, peer and teacher assessment and feedback. The evidence of learning could be a
piece of writing, a presentation, a visual display or something made which shows the application of knowledge
and skills.
We will continue to build upon experiences and familiarise learners with the processes and skills involved in
sitting “examinations.” At S3 level this might involve responding and applying knowledge to unseen questions
and presenting information under “exam conditions”.
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Modern Studies, “People in Society”
What will we learn?
Learning Modern Studies helps to create and develop informed, active citizens who are able to compare their
world with other societies and cultures. A variety of topics are studied in S3.
We will learn more about:
➢
➢
➢
➢

Political Issues - Democracy in the UK
Social Issues – Crime and Law in the UK
International Issues – International Development
How to complete an independent investigation

How will we learn?
In order to learn more about our world, our Modern Studies pupils need to develop skills for learning, life and
work. All of these will be the focus for learning in S3. Pupils will be expected to regularly work in teams and
groups to broaden their experiences of working effectively with others. We will often use ICT to bring issues to
life and to meet learners’ needs. Pupils will be familiar with these learning experiences and will bring all the skills
they have gathered throughout their educational experience.
Pupils will have opportunities to develop creative skills and will be asked to present and share their learning with
their peers. This will help to develop confidence and allow pupils to teach and learn from each other.

How will we know we are successful?
We will continue to gather evidence of learning and add to our profiles from S1 and S2. Success will be measured
in a range of ways through self, peer and teacher assessment and feedback. The evidence of learning could be a
piece of writing, a presentation, a visual display or something you have made which will show the application of
knowledge and skills.
We will continue to build upon experiences and familiarise learners with the processes and skills involved in
sitting “examinations.” At S3 level this might involve responding and applying knowledge to unseen questions
and presenting detailed, written information under “exam conditions”.
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Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies
In S3 - in addition to core RME pupils can elect to study the subject in greater depth with a view to National 4 or
National 5 RMPS in S4.
What will I learn?
Religion is a contentious subject. In this society the need to learn about religion is greater than ever. We live in a
world of polarised religious beliefs and attitudes to religion – literalism and atheism. There exists a clear need for
intelligent and thinking debate, a renewed and conscious effort to be informed and aware. This subject is exciting
and current. In RMPS world religions and new religious movements are explored. Contrasting beliefs and
practices are constructively challenged. Arising issues of morality and ethical conduct are naturally encountered
in this process of exploration. This subject is the study of a propulsive force which has characterised the
development of humanity and shapes current global thinking.
Pupils will develop a range of transferrable skills including research, analysis and the ability to express views in a
reasoned, constructive manner
Specifically pupils will develop:
➢ Deep knowledge and understanding of a world religion
➢ Religious, non-religious and philosophical responses to C21st moral issues
➢ The ability to understand and explore challenging philosophical questions
How will I learn?
Pupils will learn in a variety of ways including:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

active learning
independent work
group work
self and peer assessment
trips out of school to places of religious significance

The course is structured around 3 units:
➢ World Religion: Hinduism
➢ Morality and Belief: Religion, Medicine and the Human Body
➢ Religious and Philosophical Questions: Miracles
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Technologies
Business Education
What will I Learn?
All pupils have had a ‘taster session’ of Business Education in S1 and S2. Pupils continuing with the subject in S3
will study topics such as Sectors of the Economy, Influences on Business, Accounting/Finance and Marketing.
Throughout this, pupils will learn by taking part in simulated learning environments for example, the Stock
Market Challenge and creating your own charity.
These topics will be broken down into appropriate bite-sized learning blocks in order to consolidate and secure
learning throughout S3. This new and up-to-date course will allow pupils to prepare for studying National 4 and 5
in S4 and ultimately progress to Higher in S5/6 as well as engage with current business events.
How will I Learn?
Throughout the course, pupils will be learning in a variety of ways to suit every student. These include groupwork, simulated tasks, written work, ICT use, opportunities for learning outside the classroom and guest speakers.
Pupils will continually develop and use skills learned from S1/S2 as well as engage in new skills, such as
entrepreneurship and budgeting which they can take forward for life-long learning.
Next Steps and Pathways:
In the Senior Phase, pupils have the opportunity to take National 4, National 5 or Higher Business Management.
The department have also introduced National 5 Administration & IT which will expand IT and theoretical skills
learned throughout the S1-3 courses.
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Design and Manufacture
What will I Learn?
The S3 Design & Manufacture course is a practical course that aims to further develop and build upon skills and
knowledge from the S1/2 Design & Technology course.
The course consists of 3 mains aspects:
➢ DESIGNING – you will develop skills that will allow you to
work through the design process in order to develop a
design proposal that satisfies a brief. You will produce a
design folio which contains a range of graphics/written
content/ photos of modelling/ technical drawings.
➢ MANUFACTURING – you will develop manufacturing skills in
the workshop and you will work with a range of materials
(primarily wood, metal and plastic). You will use these manufacturing skills to produce models and
working prototype products
➢ KNOWLEDGE – you will learn about materials and manufacturing processes that are used in school and in
commercial manufacturing centres. You will learn about environmental and sustainability issues relating
to manufacturing.

How will I Learn?
Learners will be engaged in active learning tasks in both a classroom
environment and a workshop environment. They will work on context driven
problems that relate to the real world and they will work both independently
and as part of a wider team. Pupils will have the opportunity to self-evaluate
and peer assess work.

Next Steps and Pathways:
In the senior phase, all learners who choose to continue to study Design &
Manufacture will have the opportunity to complete the National 4, National 5
or Higher-level courses. This subject is naturally linked to career pathways
involving engineering design-based industries including; product design,
industrial design, mechanical engineering, roles in the build environment
and construction, interior and furniture design, exhibition and
theatrical/film/tv design.

Special Requirements for the Course
Note: Pupils require to meet the cost of workshop materials used on this course Estimated at £10.00. A request
via Parent Pay will be made for this.
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Graphic Communication
What Will I Learn?
The S3 Graphic Communication course is a practical course that aims to further develop and build upon skills and
knowledge from the S1/2 Design & Technology course.
The course is focused on exploring how graphics are used for communication in a variety of industries and
contexts. Pupils will develop 3 main types of graphic skills:
➢ PRELIMINARY GRAPHICS – are the starting point for any project! Here you will learn about analysis and
research skills, 2D orthographic sketching, 3D pictorial sketching, idea generation and project planning.
You will also use a variety of Thumbnail sketches to design promotional graphics such a logos,
advertisements, posters and websites.
➢ PRODUCTION GRAPHICS – are the drawings which are used
for the production of a product/building etc. You will learn
how to produce manual technical drawings on the drawing
board as well as using 3D CAD modeling software to initially
create the product, then generate the appropriate technical
drawings and renders where. All of this will be done in
accordance to BS8888.
➢ PROMOTIONAL GRAPHICS – are all about how we promote
and sell ideas. You will learn a range of desktop publishing
(DTP) and CAD rendering skills and work on marketing products through posters, leaflets and websites.
Theory topics center around learning the importance in how colour is applied and the physiological and
emotional triggers these create, while also learning about the design principles and elements of a
successful DTP document.
How will I Learn?
Learners will be engaged in project-based tasks in a classroom environment. They
will work on context driven problems that relate to the real world and they will work
both independently and as part of a group/team. Pupils will use the computers for
the majority of the work, getting to grips with a variety of different computer
software packages, including 3D Modelling, Desktop Publishing and Photo editing
packages. The manual work is largely sketching based, but also makes use of the
drawing boards. Pupils will have the opportunity to self-evaluate and peer assess
work.

Next Steps and Pathways:
In the senior phase, all learners who choose to continue to study Graphic Communication will have the
opportunity to complete the National 4, National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher-level courses. This subject
naturally links to career pathways involving engineering, architecture, marketing, graphic design, interior design,
product design, communication design, new media, advertising, the Arts, illustration and computer graphic
applications.
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Practical Woodworking
What will I Learn?
The S3 Practical Woodworking course aims to improve the practical skills of pupils who would be looking to study
the course at National 4/5 in the senior phase. The course will develop skills in; marking out and measuring,
interpreting technical drawings, using wood working machines and hand tools, developing a materials and tools
knowledge, sketching and problem solving. The pupils will
learn all the fundamental skills required to successfully
manufacture products in wood with a focus on flat frame
construction tasks and carcase construction tasks.

How will I Learn?
Learners will be engaged in active learning tasks in a
practical workshop environment. The class will complete a
series of woodworking projects to develop their skills. They will work both independently and as part of a wider
team. Pupils will have the opportunity to self-evaluate and peer assess their work. Health and safety issues will
also be an important feature of the course.

Next Steps and Pathways:
In the senior phase, all learners who choose to continue to study Practical Woodworking will have the
opportunity to complete the National 4 or National 5 courses. This subject is naturally linked to an apprentice
career pathway involving work in the built environment industries, construction, joinery, furniture making and
design. The course may also be starting point for those going on to study engineering.
A national 5 course in Practical metalwork may be offered by the school in future sessions.

Special Requirements for the Course
Note: Pupils require to meet the cost of workshop and graphics materials used on this course Estimated at £15.00
and cannot be supplied with these without payment. A request via Parent Pay will be made for this.
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Design Engineer Construct!

What will I Learn?
Design Engineer Construct! (DEC!) is a new and innovative qualification offered by the Design Technology
department. DEC! is an accredited learning program for secondary-school age pupils and has been expertly
developed to create and inspire the next generation of Built Environment professionals.
In additional to developing a range of new skills you will learn about the role of a Land Surveyors, Architects,
Quantity Surveyors, Construction Managers, Mechanical & Electrical, Site and Structural Engineers, Landscape
Architects, Planning Consultant, Facilities Managers taking on some of their challenges and developing an
awareness of the opportunities in this growth sector. A significant part of the course in S3 is spent developing
skills using Autodesk REVIT a CAD/BIM software application for architectural design that required for the level 1
and level 2 qualification.
Pupils in S3 will be working through selected units of the DEC TQUK Level 1 course, this is equivalent to a SCQF
level 5 (National 5 level) qualifications. The full course will be offered in S4 – S6 allowing pupils to complete the
qualification at Level 1 (National 5 level) and can progress to Level 2 (National 5 level) equivalent to a Higher.
How will I Learn?
Learning will be through a project-based approach, DEC! applies pure academic subjects to the latest construction
industry practices. The result is young people with real-world practical experience and employability skills.
All schools following the DEC! program receive support for an industry sector partner. Trinity Academy are very
pleased to be working with an industry partner who perform a vital role providing professionals to visit the
classroom and provide support for a range of the topics including:
➢
➢
➢
➢

Defining a Sustainable Construction
Roles in Construction Teams
Producing a Technical Design and Sharing Information
Planning, costing and presenting a sustainable building project

Pupils on the course will learn through many different activities including researching and preparing a
presentation, group and project teamwork, visits from partners, site visits and outdoor learning, work on
Computer Aided Design (CAD) and Building Information Modelling (BIM) software. Further information is
available at the following web links:
http://designengineerconstruct.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/DesignEC1+
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Fashion and Textile Technology
What will I learn?
The S3 Fashion and Textile Technology’ course continues to build on the Food Technology
skills learnt during S1 and S2. There are three main aspects of Fashion and Textile
Technology that are explored and developed throughout S3:
Textile Technologies
You will learn a range of construction techniques e.g. buttonholes, zips, darts, pleats and gathers, using these
techniques you will learn how to Construct a variety of items throughout the year, using commercial patterns.
Fashion and Textile Choices
You will learn about different types of fabrics and their properties,
including common uses for each fabric. This will allow you to explore a
range of factors that affect fashion/textile choice for given groups of
consumers. You will make a fashion/textile item that takes account of a
chosen consumer to meet a range of fashion needs e.g. monochrome item
for a teenager.
Fashion and Textile Item Development:
You will learn about fashion trends, and select a fashion trend to a specific
brief, and use investigation techniques to identify a Fashion/Textile
solution for the brief. You will then produce the identified fashion/textile item, completing the product
development process by assessing how well your product meets the Key factors of your brief.

How Will I learn?
You will learn through several different activities:
•
•
•
•
•

Practical Textile Construction skills – making a variety of fashion and textile items
problem-solving and decision-making skills
Individual, paired and group tasks
Research and Investigate all 3 topic areas.
Presentation and Representation of ideas and solution

Next Steps and Pathways
In the senior phase all pupils who continue to study ‘Fashion & Textile Technology’ will
have the opportunity to go on and study National 4, National 5 and Higher level courses.
This subject area leads to several different career pathways – Garment Technologist,
Fashion Designers, Retail Buyer, Fashion Illustrator, Fashion Stylist and Textile
designers.

Note: Pupils require to meet the cost of materials used on this course of £30.00 This can be paid termly over the
year to spread the cost. A request via Parent Pay will be made for this.
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Health and Food Technology
What will I learn?
The S3 Health and Food Technology’ course continues to build on the Food Technology skills learnt during S1 and
S2. There are three main aspects of Food Technology that are explored and developed throughout S3:
Food for Health - you will continue to develop knowledge of the relationship
between food, health and nutrition. This will include knowledge of dietary
needs of individuals at various stages of life. Through practical activities you will
continue to develop practical skills for preparing and cooking foods linked to
Diet and Health as well as to suit Individual Dietary Needs for all life stages.
Contemporary Food Issues – This area introduces a range of issues that
influence daily food choices. You will investigate and develop an understands
how a variety of issues influence food production and food choices including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sustainability
Fairtrade
Organic Foods
Genetically Modified Foods
Food Miles
Seasonality

As well as identifying factors which affect food choice, you will learn more about organisations that protect
consumers interests. You will use your knowledge to analyse food labelling, and how this can help consumers
make food choices.
Food Product Development – You will learn about the functions of ingredients in the production of food products.
This will include making a range of foods where ingredient functions are key to product success e.g. Sweet & Sour
Chicken, Scones and pastry products.
You will go on to explore the stages of the Product Development Process. You will use your knowledge of this
process to develop and make a food product to a brief, linked to a specific dietary need. The process will be
completed with a reflection on how well your product met the Dietary Need.
How Will I learn?
You will learn through several different activities:
•
•
•
•

Food Preparation and Cooking
Learn and develop using problem-solving skills
Individual, paired and group tasks
Research and Investigate all 3 topic areas.

Next Steps and Pathways
In the senior phase all pupils who continue to study ‘Health & Food Technology’
will have the opportunity to go on and study National 4, National 5 and Higherlevel courses. This subject area leads to several different career pathways –
Food Product Development, Dietetics, Quality Control, Food Manufacturing
and Nutrition based Careers, Food product production.
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Practical Craft Skills
This course is recommended for pupils who have enjoyed their workshop experience in S1 and S2 but have found
some literacy and numeracy aspects of craft challenging and need further experience before commencing a
national course.
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

develop skills in reading and interpreting drawings and diagrams
identify, select and use a range of workshop tools and equipment
develop basic skills in measuring and marking out of materials
develop basic skills in cutting, shaping, fixing and joining materials
apply safe working practices in a workshop or similar environment
take account of good practice regarding sustainability and recycling

This Course will also give learners the opportunity to develop numeracy and thinking skills.
The Course comprises three units
Working with Tools
In this unit, learners will develop knowledge of a range of common tools and equipment used in woodworking
and/or metalworking. The learner will also develop skills for measuring and marking out and for preliminary
cutting and shaping of materials.
Working with Materials
In this unit, learners will develop skills in working with different woodworking and/or metalworking materials.
This unit helps learners to develop skills in cutting, shaping, fixing and joining materials, using a variety of
appropriate craft techniques.
Making an Item
In this unit, learners will develop skills in making an item from wood, metal or a combination of these materials.
Learners will learn to read and interpret simple working drawings, select and use tools safely, apply appropriate
finishing techniques and review their completed item.
In each of the three units, learners will develop an appreciation of safe working practices in a workshop
environment. They will also develop knowledge of good practice in sustainability and recycling.
Progression from this course
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:
• National 4 Practical Woodworking or relevant Units
• National 4 Practical Metalworking or relevant Units
• Skills for Work and Sector Specific SQA Courses
• National Certificate Group Awards (NCGA) in related areas
• employment, apprenticeships and/or training in crafts, construction, engineering and related fields
• National 5 Courses in practical technological subjects
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ICT & Computing
What Will I Learn?
ICT brings together different forms of technology and applies them to communication. Computing is an area of
specialised study and provides a deeper understanding of how software can be developed. In S3 you will continue
to develop ICT skills but there will be a greater emphasis on Software Development and you will start to learn
more about programming a computer by making simple applications. Pupils will also develop their knowledge of
HTML and CSS in order to create simple websites.
How Will I Learn?
Working with technology provides opportunities for active learning. Learners will
continually develop, use and extend skills including planning and organisational skills,
problem solving, a capacity to work with others and skills in using software. A creative
approach is encouraged, for example through animation and video production.
Pupils will have opportunities to present and share their learning with their peers. This
will help to develop confidence and allow pupils to teach and learn from each other.
Next Steps and Pathways:
In the senior phase all learners who choose to study Computing will be working towards either National 4 or
National 5 qualifications. These qualifications will build upon your experiences in S1-S3 ICT and allow you to
continue to develop your skills and deepen your knowledge of software and hardware development.

TRINITY ACADEMY

28

2022 – 2023

Expressive Arts
Art and Design

Watch the S3 Art & Design information video

What will I learn?
Art and Design helps pupils to be creative, use their imaginations, and express themselves
in different ways to develop an appreciation of aesthetic and cultural values, identities and
ideas. Building visual communication, problem solving, experimenting with materials,
critical thinking and analytical skills.
Art and Design is made up of three main areas of study:
Expressive Activity –
• Observational drawing
• Painting
• printmaking – press print, lino, collagraph
• collage techniques
• experimenting with the visual elements
(line, tone, texture, colour, pattern, shape and form)
• communicate ideas visually
Design Activity –
• Researching
• Developing creative ideas for solutions
• Solving problems.
• Graphic design – layout,
• Jewellery – wire manipulation, beading,
• Fashion & Textiles – sewing, embroidery, tie-dye, screen printing
Art and Design Studies –
• Critical analysing of art and design work and working practices
• Researching social and cultural influences on artists and designers
• Understanding and using art & design terminology
How will I learn?
• Active learning and teaching
• Practical work – designing, creating and making
• Independently, in pairs or groups as appropriate
• Research and investigation
• Developing and refining ideas
• Presenting work in a sketchbook / portfolio
• homework related to area of activity regularly
•
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How will I know I have been successful?
• Your teacher will give you feedback
• Self and peer evaluation and assessment
• Building a personal portfolio of practical work
Progression
This course is designed to develop the skills required to
enable progression to the following art & design courses
during your Senior Phase years:
• N3/4/5 Art & Design
• N4/5 NPA Photography

Special Requirements for the Course
All art and design courses require enthusiasm and constant
effort in order to achieve the best possible results in
practical and written work. Pupils will be required to
contribute £10 to the cost of specialist art and design
materials for practical work. Funding for this curricular
activity is available. Should you wish to discuss the
possibility of your child receiving this funding please do not
hesitate to contact Jane Liggat, Pupil Support Officer
(Equity & Inclusion).

Careers:
The Creative Industries are those based on individual creativity, skill and talent, or which have the potential to
create wealth and jobs through the development or production of intellectual property. In Scotland our creative
industries comprise over 15,000 businesses employing more 70,000 people, in addition to a large number of
freelancers as well as students studying creative courses. Together they make an important contribution to our
national wealth and international reputation. (Scottish Government)
Qualifications and experience in Art and Design are helpful as the skills
like creativity, critical thinking and problem solving developed are quoted
in the top skills needed for work in the Twenty First Century, and indeed
essential in a wide variety of careers such as Fine Art, Graphic Design,
illustration, Product Design, Fashion Design, Architecture, Theatre and
Set Design, Film industry, Interior Design, Jewellery and Silversmithing,
Industrial Design, Ceramics, Animation, Web Design, Computer Aided
Design, Art Therapy, Beauty Therapy, Sign Writing, Printmaking, Teaching, Engraving, Photography, Gallery and
Museum Work, Television, Film Industry, Advertising, Cartography, Printing, Town Planning, Landscaping and
Garden Design.

TRINITY ACADEMY

30

2022 – 2023

Drama

Watch the S3 Drama information video

What will I learn?
You will learn how to:
➢ Create drama from stimulus and work with scripted text
➢ Use production skills to design and create plans and materials to enhance performances
➢ Critically evaluate yourself and others
Creating Skills
This element of the course provides plenty opportunities for you to work with scripted text and to devise your
own performances working from a stimulus. You will be learning about and expected to experiment with a variety
of genres, forms and styles of Drama.
Performing Skills
Throughout the course, you will present at various points to varied audiences. You will present difference types
of performances e.g. improvised, devised, scripted. Performing is a key aspect of S3 Drama and throughout the
year, you will develop your performance skills further and become more confident and capable of presenting to
audiences.
Evaluating Skills
You will both evaluate yourself and others at various stages throughout the course. It is key that you learn to
recognise and understand both your own and others strengths and areas for development.
How I will learn?
Teamwork and Pairs work is vital in Drama. This helps with learning and ensures that the creating, presenting and
evaluating process reaches its full potential. Homework is mainly work which is to be continued at home this will
compromise mainly of character work, line learning and research tasks.
Progression
National levels 4 and 5 are available to all pupils in S4. It is recommended that pupils are secure at level 3 for
entry to National 4 and secure at level 4 for National 5.
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Music

Watch the S3 Music information video

What will I learn?
You will learn how to:
➢ Perform as a soloist and in a group.
➢ Compose, improvise and arrange in a variety of styles.
➢ Listen to Music critically.

Performing
In this element you have the opportunity to learn to play or further develop performing skills on two instruments.
These can be classroom-based instruments (Keyboard, Guitar, Tuned Percussion, Drum-Kit, Voice, Bass Guitar) or
other (Strings, Brass, Bagpipes etc.). You will work both individually and in group setting.

Creating Music
For this element you will have the opportunity to create your own music. You will do your first composition in
pairs by writing a song for Scotland. The later part of the year you will focus on songwriting and creating your own
lyrics, accompaniment and melody.

Listening and Literacy
You will learn about a range of different music styles and genres and various musical concepts that accompany
these. You will complete end of topic tests that will help with your understanding and identification of concepts.
You will be taught how to read music notation to further enhance your musicality.

How will I learn?
Working as a team is essential in this course. You will perform to peers regularly to raise your confidence and
allow you to grow as a performer and musician.
Progression

To continue with National 5 music you will need to be at least grade 3 level on your instruments/ voice.
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Music Technology
Watch the S3 Music Technology information video

What will I learn?
Do you enjoy listening to music? Do you enjoy playing computer games? Do you enjoy watching movies and TV?
Do you listen to radio? Have you ever wondered how the music, audio and sound effects are recorded and put
together? If so this is the course for you! The music technology course will allow you to gain skills in recording,
editing and mixing of audio which are key in sound production. It will also give you an understanding of how
technology affected the sound of music and different genres over the years.

How will I learn?
You will learn how to set up microphones to record voice, instruments and sound. You will use a mac computer
with the software Logic Pro X where the sound will be recorded to. You will learn how to edit and manipulate the
sound to add it to animation movies, computer games and TV adverts. You will work in groups, be creative, learn
how to create sounds with props that will match actions in a movie. You will also learn how to record voice as a
radio presenter and record an interview.
You will learn about how you can set up your own home studio, the technology you would need to create music,
record sound, edit and mix to a professional standard. You will learn how to set up equipment for live
performances.
You will learn about technological developments and how these affected/influenced the sound of Rock, Jazz,
Blues and Disco music. You will listen to music, research these genres and create a radio show with some of your
favourite songs in the styles mentioned.

How will I know I’m successful?
You will feel confident to show your work to others and play the sounds or music you recorded. You will feel
confident setting up equipment necessary for recording as well as setting up the software. You will become
excited to record musicians or other pupils in school.

Pathways
You can go on to study Music Technology at National 5 or Higher levels. You may also study Music Technology
further and gain qualifications in Music or related areas. The skills you will gain can lead to employment or further
training.
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Physical Education
In S3, in addition to compulsory PE, pupils can also elect to follow an optional course.
What will I learn?
If you have a genuine interest in improving performance, this course will prepare you for certificated physical
education in S4-6. You will be expected to have an excellent record of participation in all activities in S1 and S2.

Course aims
To improve physical performance by:
➢ Practicing and refining skills and techniques
➢ Improving knowledge and understanding of the principles involved in a variety of practical activities
➢ Developing your understanding of the four factors that impact performance – Mental, Emotional, Social
and Physical
➢ Enhancing personal and social development by sharing ideas, communicating decisions and responding to
a variety of challenges.
➢ Identifying and distinguishing different abilities through evaluating performances.

How will I learn?
You will have the opportunity to develop physical skills, mental and emotional fitness through individual and
group work. Teamwork and cooperation play a major role in all lessons and you will also have an opportunity to
evaluate your own performance and that of others. Whilst the majority of the course will take place in a practical
setting, the theory side of the course will be addressed in a classroom situation.
Homework will be issued on a regular basis.
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Dance Leadership
Pupils will learn a range of dance styles alongside widening their creativity in making
their own choreography as well as developing their ability to teach a dance routine
to others. Pupil’s will have the opportunity to research current Choreographers and
their success in their specific style of dance. This is an ideal course to improve
pupil’s confidence and technique in Dance.
The Leadership Award develops knowledge of leadership skills, styles and qualities.
It is designed for learners who take, or plan to take, a leading role in their activities.
The Leadership Award meets the principles of Curriculum for Excellence. Delivered
at SCQF Level 5, the award allows individuals to build self-confidence and selfesteem and encourages learners to respect the cultures and beliefs of others
working alongside them through the medium of Dance. If completed, pupils will gain
a NPA level 5 qualification in leadership.
The Course consists of two mandatory leadership units:
➢ Leadership: An Introduction
➢ Leadership in Practice
Assessment will all take place internally at appropriate points as pupil’s progress through the tasks within the
Units. Evidence of assessment can be presented in a format which best suits the individual candidates.
Dance Progression and pathways
S3 Dance Leadership can progress to study National 5 Dance.
Careers: Professional dancer, swing/ensemble in Musical, dance teacher.
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